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“Innovation is seeing what everybody has seen and
thinking what nobody has thought"
- Dr Albert Szent

Different Shades of White
Humans are known for their resilience. Since the
beginning of time, that quality has been much
tested. Numerous earthquakes, plagues, cyclones,
wars have all raised the eternal ‘existential crisis’
question- time and again.
So, when Covid-19 emerged, human resiliency was
tested. Once again resilience in combination with
innovation got us through- thanks to advancements
made by medical technology representing a promise
for many that made day-to-day existence
endurable.
Cloud - Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath Tagore
said: “Clouds come floating into my life, no longer to
carry rain or usher storm, but to add color to my
sunset sky.”

From companies in Indonesia using technology for
fleet management to banks in South Asia using AI
for checking credit worthiness for loan disbursals,
technology saw the arrival of its ‘Oscar’ moment!
For us in W.Media, this moment had to be
captured.
As a platform that is vendor agnostic in a highlypolarised world, we debated, discussed and
finally came up with a set of ‘Awards’ that will
capture not just the best ideas and their
execution across the Asia Pacific region but also
the spirit behind these achievements. Our
inaugural 2021 Awards were a spectacular show
of achievement, demonstrating how even through
global unforeseen circumstances, creativity and
innovation can rise.
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DATA CENTERS:
THE HEARTBEAT
OF COMPUTING
The year 2021: Realisation?
This was an amazing gathering made more evocarive by a delay
of two years. The day was made possible by 20+ sponsors,
including top data center providers and vendors including
Schneider Electric, Digital Realty, Eaton, Data Center First, Onion
Technology, and others.
A star-studded, black-tie event welcomed 125 top cloud and
datacenter executives to W.Media’s Asia Pacific Cloud and
Datacenter Awards ceremony held at Marina Bay Sands,
Singapore. For the first time, the Awards ceremony included
entries from three Asia Pacific sub-regions - Southeast Asia,
Australasia and Northeast Asia. The fourth W.Media region- South
Asia celebrated its ceremony on 25th November 2021.

KAVIN WONG
CEO
DATA CENTER FIRST

The response was overwhelming: “I’m really happy, and I talked to
most of the guys I met just now, that we finally have an event
which is not over a video conference. Everything is changing in the
data center industry, there is magnificent growth coming. We
need to rethink what our customers want and redesign
datacentres,” said Wong Ka Vin, CEO & Co-Founder of Data
Center First Pte Ltd.
The diversity on display – both in terms of innovative projects and
dedicated, high-achieving people – demonstrated emphatically
the region's growing dedication to responsible business practices.
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EDWARD VAN LEENT
CHAIRMAN & CEO
EPI

Edward Van Leent, Chairman, EPI summed it up
best. “I think in general, we have to keep an eye on
how we can continuously improve. We went
through different stages, the first stage was in
building better and more resilient data centers, so
that was all about having the right design and
disciplines in place. But in the industry we know
now, a lot of the datacentre downtime is caused
by operations, so I think people need to think about
optimising data operations, and ensuring effective
operations are in place by enhancing the skills and
competencies of the people,” he said.

Mike Coleman, CTO, Keppel Data Centres: “In line
with Keppel’s 2030 vision, sustainability is the heart
of our strategy and we will be focused on
innovating our datacentres and providing
sustainable solutions for our customers. There is a
lot of work to do and if we work together we can
accomplish great things.”
Jimmy Yam, VP, Eaton: “There have been a lot of
changes in the industry… We talk about
sustainability, and the environment. Many data
centers also come up with innovations to be energy
aware, and these will help to reduce the power
usage of data centers. I believe data centers
should be aggressive in new innovations and not be
afraid to try new things and new solutions. I think
we owe it to the environment and as we are doing
a fair bit of computing, there needs to be a
balance and this is something we should be careful
about.”
Click HERE for the full list of 2021 winners.

There are new market dynamics emerging. The
increasing demand for edge computing is also
contributing to the growth of the data center
market. Corporations across the globe are looking
at ways to reduce their carbon footprint and some
have set aggressive targets. With rapid digitization,
this represents an added challenge. But every
challenge is based on an unfulfilled opportunity!
The judges rewarded projects, teams and
individuals who have not just excelled in innovation
and leadership but also demonstrated commitment
to sustainability. These were the three main criteria
in their evaluation for each of the 16 different
Awards categories. There is industry consensus that
these criteria are what drives the industry forward.
“The Cloud & Data Center community has been
truly innovative in stepping up to meet these
demands, and this is what we are here to recognise
tonight; the cloud implementations, inspiring
leadership and optimisation of data centers that
have advanced the digital landscape to where it is
now. The vast majority of which, we as judges, have
had the pleasure of evaluating,” stated John Le
Tissier, Awards Judges’ Representative.

JIMMY YAM
VICE PRESIDENT
EATON

MIKE COLEMAN
CTO
KEPPEL DATA CENTRES
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Greater Innovation + Greater
Dedication=
More
Business
Greater Return
Every organisation has a Digital Transformation
story to tell. These stories can be inspirational,
ground-breaking, innovative, thought-provoking
and they make our Awards special. Any company
within Asia Pacific, whether public or private
sector can enter, regardless of size or industry.
This policy of inclusion means our Awards draw on
a vast resource of best practice, dedication and
innovation.
The awards offer a range of categories to enable
any successful organisation or individual to tell
their story; from large private and public
companies to thriving entrepreneurial businesses,
promising start-ups and established SMEs.
Hundreds of nominations are received across all 5
regional Awards. The Awards offers each
company and its people a unique opportunity to
be recognised, network and celebrate with Asia
Pacific’s finest. The Awards Season comprises
both Digital and Live engagements to maximise
audience reach and awareness.

Addressing the Challenges
Businesses are now expected to address the carbon
footprint of their value chains. But while CO2 in
supplier and consumer use – or Scope 3 emissions –
makes up the lion’s share of most organisations’
footprint, it is still very much a ‘Work in Progress’.
According to Ian Waldock, Director- Data Centers
(Asia Pacific), GF Piping Systems, "From using
environment-friendly materials to ensuring that
natural resources such as water, land are used in an
optimum manner, data center operators are going all
out in an effort to be sustainable. For example, the
equipment and piping within data centers must be
highly reliable and as energy efficient as possible."
Goh Boon Chew, Group Data Centre Operations, ST
Telemedia Global Data Centres: “In data centers,
especially when you talk about critical 24/7
operations, teamwork is paramount to the success of
operations, when the team comes together to do
things in a cohesive manner.”

Judging Framework
The Awards Judges have come from around the globe
to join in our esteemed jury panels. Judging is carried
out independently by each regional panel of judges
made up of reputable industry experts. The majority of
our Awards Judges hold procurement decision making
responsibilities and are strategic influencers in our
industry.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA
OUTLOOK
Southeast Asia is a home to providers of data center
services and offers untapped potential and strong
prospects for growth. A report by Arizton predicted that
the Southeast Asian data center market would grow at a
compound annual growth rate of 6% from
2022 to 2027, due to increasingly widespread
adoption of cloud, 5G technologies, artificial
intelligence, and the Internet of Things.
While digitalization levels remain uneven across the
region, many countries have set ambitious targets
for digital transformation of their societies, drawing
in increased investments from colocation and
hyperscale operators.
Fragmented & Highly Competitive
Industry watchers believe that the data center market in Southeast Asia is fragmented and highly
competitive, with vendors competing to increase their market shares. Within the Southeast Asian region,
data center operators have increasingly embarked on joint ventures.
Major colocation data center operators in the region include: Equinix, Keppel Data Centres, Bridge Data
Centres, ST Telemedia Global Data Centres, Digital Realty, DCI Indonesia, and Big Data Exchange (BDx),
amongst others.
Large global corporations such as Microsoft, Google, and Amazon Web Services, have also begun scaling
up their investments and interest in the Southeast Asian region. Technavio expects the data center market
to observe an incremental growth of USD 12.60 billion between 2020 and 2025.
Singapore, which has around 35 per cent of the region's data center market, has put in stringent conditions
for new infrastructure buildout. This is opening up opportunities in nearby countries but a lot more needs to
be done. Malaysia’s Data Center Market is anticipated to expand at a CAGR of roughly 7% between 2022
and 2027.
In Indonesia, on a MW basis, total data center colocation inventory in Jakarta is expected to grow at a fiveyear CAGR of 28%. The Jakarta data center colocation market continued to push forward during the
pandemic and is projected to be worth $336.6m USD in 2022.
Thailand is going towards a centralised data-sharing government platform by 2023, allowing them to
achieve a high demand on their investment in cloud and data centers while the Philippines developed a
Integrated Government Philippines (iGovPhil) initiative will do the same in the region.
The Vietnam’s government has embarked on a master plan for national digital transformation, pledging
US$415 million towards the ICT sector. Slowly, Vietnam is emerging as a strong hub for data centers, cloud
& cyber security.
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NORTHEAST ASIA
OUTLOOK
Cushman & Wakefield's 2022 Data Center Global Market Comparison report provides, some interesting
insights on regional growth. For example, in the Asia Pacific top markets 6 out of the top 10 data center
locations were in North Asia.
Extrapolate that to the global top 10 locations for data centers and only Hong Kong featured in the top 10.
This represents both - achievement as well as future opportunity. Consider these facts. Economy-wise,
North East Asia is strongly represented and leading cloud service providers such as Alibaba, Tencent,
Huawei, as well as end user companies have a strong presence in this region.

Scale, Scale & More Scale
The China data center market is expected to reach US$36.18bn by
2025. China’s stride into 5G mobile telecommunications technology
and the booming ecommerce sector is elevating the value of data
centers, according to a Turner & Townsend report.
China’ launched the “east-to-west computing resource transfer
project,” involving the construction of eight national computing hubs
as well as 10 national-data center clusters. The project aims to
efficiently match computing demand from the east to the west of
the country. Alibaba Cloud, Microsoft & GDS have recently
opened new data centers in China.
South Korea is recognized for advanced technologies and is one of
the key data center locations in North-East Asia. Seoul and
Gyeonggi remain advantageous locations due to their accessibility
and infrastructure, but hold the disadvantage of poor land
availability and higher prices. Giants such as Gaw Capital Partners,
Alibaba, Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPP Investments)
are seeing immense potential.
King (Hong) Kong
HK's colocation data center market is expected to reach US$1.7bn in 2023. HK offers a robust development pipeline,
excellent networks and all major cloud services are available. However, companies face challenges in securing real estate
bids, due to stiff competition for industrial assets for long-term rental holding, conversions or redevelopment.
The Land of the Rising Sun
Excluding China, Japan is Asia’s biggest data center market, with an estimated value of US$7 billion by 2025. Japan has
substantial coastline and has enormous potential in offshore wind. North and northeast Asia are set to redefine the cloud
and data center market, going forward. In a first of its kind development, Farice and Far North Digital (FND) have signed a
partnership to establish direct fiber optic connectivity to Iceland through two cables.
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Sustainability: Road to 2030
Singapore, Singapore. Image Credit: ArchDaily

Overall, data centers use an increasing amount of land, energy, water,
and other raw materials. All this puts a lot of stress on natural resources.
As demand grows, data centers expand and their energy use increases.
But at the same time there is pressure to become carbon neutral.

What to do?
A viable sustainability strategy depends on design, construction and
operation.
Take the case of SOCOMEC, an electrical equipment design and
manufacturing specialist. The company firmly believes that saving
energy could be one of the first steps in sustainability.
You can’t manage what you can’t measure. The first step to save
energy better is to gain insights to how much you consume and
where are the energy gobblers. - O'Neil Dissanayake, APAC CEO,
Socomec Group.

Apart from energy efficient innovation, data center
cooling also plays a vital role in order to reach the path
towards sustainability.
On its part GF Piping Systems stated that optimization of
resources is the way forward. Cooling, mitigating water
loss are some of the areas where data centers can focus
strongly.
“Cooling plants consume approximately 20% of a
data

centers

power

consumption

and

hence

optimization can have real immediate economic and
environmental benefits,” points out Ian Waldock,
Director- Data Centers (Asia Pacific), GF Piping
Systems.
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